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Background 

 The goal of this Policy Briefing is to analyse the Moldovan export 
potential for processed crops to the EU 

 Exports of processed crops instead of agricultural raw products 
can create additional value-added in Moldova   

 But processing in Moldova is only sensible if the food processing 
industry is competitive by international comparison 

 Note: We estimate the technical potential - price competitiveness 
and conformity assessments are not considered at this stage 

 Export potential for processed livestock products is not analysed 
as Germany and the EU are net exporter of nearly all products in 
those categories 
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Methodology 

Moldovan export potential is only possible for products for which … 

1. Moldova produces the raw product  

2. Moldova is net exporter of either the raw or the processed product 

3. The EU is a net importer  

 

Steps:  

 Identification which types of crops Moldova are harvested in significant 
quantities to allow processing 

 Selection of those products for which Moldova is a net-exporter 

 Identification of those processed crops for which the EU is a net 
importer (based on statistics from EUROSTAT, 2013-2015) 

 



German Economic Team Moldova 4 

Main procession options for crops harvested in Moldova 

Processed crops 

Cereals 

Flour 

Groats 

Meal 

Malt 

Starch 

Gluten 

Oil 

seeds 

Oil 

Fruits 

Dried 
Fruits 

 

Frozen 
Fruits 

Jams 

 Jellies 

Juices 

Wine 

Pulses & 
Vegetables 

Dried 
Pulses 

Preserved 
Pulses 

Preserved 
Vegetables 
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Moldovan export potential for processed cereals  (1) 
  

 Moldova has large wheat production (22% of its harvested area)  

 Around 10,000 tonnes of wheat flour exported EU per annum 

 Moldova wheat flour exports to the EU go mostly (99%) to Romania  

 However, in general EU is large net exporter for wheat as well as for processed wheat 
products 

Thus: Only very limited export potential, only small amounts of wheat products are 
imported by the EU (for example Romania) 

 

Product 
Moldovan 

exports  
the EU 

Moldovan 
imports 
from EU 

 total EU 
exports 

total EU 
imports 

EU 
net trade 

Export 
potential 
MD->EU 

Flour of wheat 10 1 705 39 666 No 
Groats and meal of wheat 0 0 132 1 131 No 
Starch of wheat 0 0 55 2 53 No 
Gluten of wheat 0 0 212 5 207 No 

Net trade balance (export quantity – import quantity in 1,000 tonnes), average 2013-2015 

Source: EUROSTAT 
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Moldovan export potential for processed cereals (2) 
  

 EU is also a net-exporter of processed products of maize, barley and oats  rather no 
export potential to the EU for Moldovan production 

 Maize: For maize it is more realistic that Moldova exports the agricultural raw product 
than processed products to the EU (remember EU is net-importer of maize) 

 Barley malt: Moldova has large surpluses of barley every year (>130,000 tonnes), 
however Moldova imports also around 10,000 tonnes of malt of barley from the EU  
Why do Moldova not process its own malt for self-sufficiency?   

 

 

 

Product 
Moldovan 

exports  
the EU 

Moldovan 
imports 
from EU 

 total EU 
exports 

total EU 
imports 

EU 
net trade 

Export 
potential 
MD->EU 

Flour of maize 0 0 17 8 9 No 
Groats and meal of maize 0 1 130 7 123 No 
Starch of maize 0 0 86 34 51 No 
Malt of barley (ex. roasted) 0 10 2,469 4 2,465 No 
Roasted malt of barley 0 0 66 0 66 No 
Rolled or flaked oat 0 1 78 2 76 No 

Net trade balance (export quantity – import quantity in 1,000 tonnes), average 2013-2015 

Source: EUROSTAT 
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Moldovan export potential for processed oil crops 
  

 Crude sunflower seed oil shows the highest export potential to the EU  

 EU is strong net-importer of crude sunflower seed oil 

 So far 8% of EU’s imports come from Moldova 

 Main destination is Italy, but also relevant trade with Spain and Netherlands 

 Soybean oil: No potential, EU is net-exporter  

 Rape oil and maize-germ oil: Limited export potential 

 Note: You need roughly 100 kg of maize to produce 1 litre of maize-germ oil 

 

 

 

 

Product 
Moldovan 

exports  
the EU 

Moldovan 
imports 
from EU 

 total EU 
exports 

total EU 
imports 

EU 
net trade 

Export 
potential 
MD->EU 

Crude sunflower seed oil 67 0 199 853 -654 Yes 
Crude soybean oil 3 0 712 296 416 No 
Low erucic acid rape oil 0 0 245 267 -22 Limited 
Crude maize-germ oil 0 0 5 32 -27 Limited 

Net trade balance (export quantity – import quantity in 1,000 tonnes), average 2013-2015 

Source: EUROSTAT 
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Moldovan export potential for processed fruits (1) 
  

While it is rather difficult for Moldova to export fresh fruits to the EU, the 
opportunities of processed products seem to be better 

 Dried grapes: EU is a large net-importer, nearly 60% are imported from 
Turkey, followed by the USA, South Africa, Iran and Chile 

 Dried apples, apricots and prunes: Limited export potential 

 Frozen strawberries, raspberries, blackberries: Exports also possible 
 

 

 

Product 
Moldovan 

exports  
the EU 

Moldovan 
imports 
from EU 

 total EU 
exports 

total EU 
imports 

EU 
net trade 

Export 
potential 
MD->EU 

Dried grapes 0 0 8 333 -324 Yes 
Dried apples 0 0 3 11 -8 Limited 
Dried apricotes 0 0 2 37 -35 Limited 
Dried prunes 1 0 8 54 -46 Limited 
Frozen strawberries 0 0 18 119 -91 Yes 
Frozen other berries 0 0 105 345 -240 Yes 

Net trade balance (export quantity – import quantity in 1,000 tonnes), average 2013-2015 

Source: EUROSTAT 
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Moldovan export potential for processed fruits (2) 
  

 Jams, jellies and marmalades: EU is a net exporter, but still significant imports from 
outside the EU suggest that export opportunities exists  

 Apple juice: Moldova already exports to EU (mainly to Germany and Poland), potential 
for increase  

 Grape juice: No significant potential in the short run  

 Wine: Increase of imports wine from Moldova to the EU (especially Czech Republic, 
Poland and Romania) over the last years, further potential but high competition, EU is 
net-importer of wine in containers (> 2 l), but net-exporter of bottles (< 2 l) 

 
 

 

Product 
Moldovan 

exports  
the EU 

Moldovan 
imports 
from EU 

 total EU 
exports 

total EU 
imports 

EU 
net trade 

Export 
potential 
MD->EU 

Jams, jellies, marmalades 2 0 172 73 99 Limited 
Apple juice, unfermented 39 0 122 217 -94 Yes 
Grape juice, unfermented 0 0 78 8 70 No 
Sparkling wine 0 0 249 9 240 No 
Wine of fresh grapes 22 0 1,867 1,408 459 Limited 

Net trade balance (export quantity – import quantity in 1,000 tonnes), average 2013-2015 

Source: EUROSTAT 
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Moldovan export potential for processed pulses & vegetables 
  

 Dried, shelled kidney beans: Significant unused export potential 

 Cucumbers preserved in vinegar: Significant unused export potential 

 Processed tomatoes: No significant export potential, neither for prepared 
tomatoes nor for tomato juice 

 Preserved asparagus: EU has significant import demand, potential for exports 
from Moldova (if production is possible) 
 

 

Product 
Moldovan 

exports  
the EU 

Moldovan 
imports 
from EU 

 total EU 
exports 

total EU 
imports 

EU 
net trade 

Export 
potential 
MD->EU 

Dried, shelled kidney beans 1 0 15 428 -413 Yes 
Cucumbers (in vinegare) 1 0 36 113 -77 Yes 
Prepared whole tomatoes 0.2 0.1 477 22 455 No 
Tomato juice 0.1 0 8 1 7 No 
Preserved asparagus 0 0 1 80 -79 Yes 

Net trade balance (export quantity – import quantity in 1,000 tonnes), average 2013-2015 

Source: EUROSTAT 
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Conclusions 
 

 Moldovan export potential to the for following processed 
products: 

 

 Cereals: no potential 

 Oil crops: large potential for sunflower seed oil, limited potential 
for rape seed oil (low erucic acid) and maize-germ oil 

 Fruits: large potential for dried grapes and frozen berries, limited 
potential for other dried fruits, further increase of apple juice 
exports possible 

 Pulses and vegetables: several prepared products (dried or 
preserved) have export potential to the EU including kidney 
beans, cucumbers and asparagus  
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Annex 1: Data sources 

 FAO production and trade statistics 

(http://faostat3.fao.org) 

 EUROSTAT trade database COMEXT, based on HS6 classification 
(http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/newxtweb/) 

 

http://faostat3.fao.org/
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/newxtweb/
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/newxtweb/

